Marlow U3A Music Appreciation
Group, Christmas 2008

Giovanni Gabrielli (1553-1612):
Hodie Christus Natus Est

Hodie Christus natus est ( Today Christis born)

Hodie Salvator apparuit (Today the Saviour has
appeared) ,

Hodie in terra canunt angeli  (Today the angels
sing) ,

Laetantur archangeli (The archangels rejoice)
Hodie exultant justi, dicentes (Today the
righteous rejoice, saying:)

Gloria in excelsis Deo (Glory be to God in the
highest) ,

Et in terra pax hominibus bonae voluntatis,  (and
on earth good will to all men).  Alleluia.




JF Wade: O Come All Ye Faithful (1751)
Translated from Ades Fideles by Frederick Oakley

« O come, all ye faithful. Joyful and
triumphant,
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem.
Come and behold Him,
born the King of angels:
O come let us adore Him,
O come let us adore Him,
O come let us adore Him,
Christ the Lord.

JF Wade: O Come All Ye Faithful

God of God, Light of Light;
Lo! He abhors not the Virgin's womb;
Very God, begotten, not created

Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation,
Sing, all yea citizens of heaven above;
Glory to God, in the highest:

Yea, Lord, we greet Thee, born this happy
morning,

Jesus, to Thee be glory given;

Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing:




Music from English Parish Churches 1740-1830

PSALMODY

THE PARLEY OF
INSTRUMENTS
PETER HOLMAN

These works capture the enthusiasm of an
age newly emerging from a century which
had seen Puritanical rejection of the pomp of
Christmas, a time when 'While shepherds
watched' had been the only Christmas hymn
tolerated by the Church of England.

Unfortunately, this type of ‘gallery music
was suppressed by the Oxford Movement in
early Victorian times because it was too
cheerful!

Some of the tunes and texts will be familiar,
but the combinations of tune with text might
not be!




Anon: Hark! How All the Welkin Rings
(words by Charles Wesley, 1707-1788)

Hark! How all the welkin rings; Glory to the King o
Kings; Peace on earth and mercy mild; God and
sinners reconciled.

Veiled in flesh, the Godhead see; hail the incarnat e
Deity; Pleased as man with men to appear; Jesus,
our Emmanuel here.

Hail! the heavenly Prince of Peace! Hail the sono f
Righteousness! Light and life to all He brings; ri sen
with healing in His wings.

Let us Thee tho’ lost regain; Thee, the Life, the

Heavenly Man; O! to all Thyself impart; Formed in
each believing heart.

Thomas Clark of Canterbury: (Cranbrook)
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Thomas Clark (1775 - 1859). While

Shepherds Watched
(words by Nahum Tate, 1652-1715)

While shepherds watched their flocks by night, all
seated on the ground, the angel of the Lord came
down, and glory shone around.

"To you in David's town this day is born of David's
line a Saviour, who is Christ the Lord, and this sh all
be the sign”.

"The heav'nly Babe you there shall find to human
view displayed, all meanly wrapped in swathing
bands, and in a manger laid."

“All glory be to God on high, and to the Earth be
peace; Goodwill henceforth from Heaven to men
begin and never cease."




JS Bach: Christmas Oratorio

Chorus from Part 1

“For the First Day
of Christmas”:

» Jauchzet,
frohlocket, auf

preiset die Tage
(Rejoice, exult!)

(BB [C]

FOUR

Bach's Christmas Oratorio, performed by
the English Baroque Soloists and
Monteverdi Choir

e 7pm on 21 December
e 8pmon 22 — 24
e 7pm on 25 December




Edward Elgar: The Snow

« Words by
Caroline Alice
Elgar (1848-1920)

e Music by Edward
Elgar (1857-1934)

Elgar. The Snow

O snow, which sinks so light,
Brown earth is hid from sight.

O soul, be thou as white as snow.
O snow, which falls so slow,

Dear earth quite warm below,

O heart, so keep thy glow
Beneath the snow.




Elgar. The Snow

O snow, in thy soft grave
Sad flowers the winter brave.

O heart, so sooth and save, as does the
SNOW.

The snow must melt, must go,
Fast, fast as water flow.

Not thus, my soul, O sow Thy gifts to
fade like snow.

Elgar. The Snow

O snow, thou art white no more,
Thy sparkling too, is o'er.
O soul, be as before was bright the snow.

Then as the snow all pure O heart be, but
endure through all the years full sure -

Not as the snow.
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Elgar: Lo! Christ the Lord is Born
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Elgar: Lo! Christ the Lord is Born
Words by Shapcott Wensley

e Lo! Christ the Lord is born — the earth

rejoices, and wakes to greet the morn,
jubilant voices; Uplift the joyous song,
which grateful hearts prolong; And join the
angel throng to praise the Lord.

Let not the proud world’s chain again
enslave thee; He cometh now to reign,
cometh to save thee; He knoweth what thou
art, His word shall life impart, and lift the
contrite heart to praise the Lord.

Elgar: Lo! Christ the Lord is Born

Come, see him where he lies in manger
lowly, and hear from radiant skies bright
angels holy; He comes with blessed peace
to give our souls release; O may we never
cease to praise the Lord.

Soon may all hearts find rest, in him
confiding; And earth with love be blest,
strong and abiding; Then far o’er land and
sea, from strife by Christ set free, Man’s
truest joy shall be to praise the Lord.
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Sir Hubert Parry (1848-1918)
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Parry: Ode on the Nativity

Words by William Dunbar

* Lay out your leaves lastily. From dead take
life now at the least in worship of that Prince
worthy qui nobis Puer natus est (who is the
Boy born for us).

Sing heaven imperial, most of height!

Regions of air make harmony! All fish of

flood and fowl of flight, be mirthful and make
melody! All Gloria in excelsis cry! Heaven,
earth, sea, man, bird and beast; He that is
crowned above the sky, pro nobis Puer natus
est (for us the Boy is born).

Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872-1958):.
Fantasia on Christmas Carols

14



Ralph Vaughan Williams: Fantasia on
Christmas Carols

» Vaughan Williams based this work,
written in 1912, on four traditional
carols - one of which," Thereis a
fountain ," he quotes in music but not
in text - and added fragments of other
well-known tunes such as" The First
Nowell ," " A Virgin Unspotted " and
"The Wassail Bough ."
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Richard Hickox CBE

* Richard Hickox was born into a musical
family at Stokenchurch, Bucks, in 1948,
the son of a clergyman.

» He was playing chords on the organ by
the age of three.

» When his father's choirmaster retired
the 16-year-old Richard stepped in to
ensure that evensong continued as
before.

Richard Hickox CBE

 He was educated at the Royal Grammar
School, High Wycombe, and then at the
Royal Academy of Music before
becoming organ scholar at Queens'
College, Cambridge.

16



Richard Hickox CBE

* By his twenties he had thrown himself
firmly into the musical firmament,
establishing the Richard Hickox
Orchestra and Richard Hickox Singers.

* In 1979 his orchestra was renamed the
City of London Sinfonia. This
orchestra frequently performs at
Wycombe Swan.

Richard Hickox CBE

* He had strong associations with the
Royal Opera House, Opera North and
the Northern Sinfonia. He was Director
of the London Symphony Chorus and
was Principal Conductor of the BBC
National Orchestra of Wales

» Locally he was associated with the
Wooburn Singers and was Hon.
President of Beaconsfield Concerts.
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Richard Hickox CBE

» He did much to raise the status of
choral music in general and English
composers such as Vaughan Williams,
Elgar and Britten in particular.

At the time of his death he was
musical director of Opera Australia,
spending six months a year there.

Richard Hickox (1948-2008)
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Sir Edward Elgar: The Starlight Express
Words by Violet Pearn

» "Starlight Express" is a
children's play based on the
novel "A Prisoner in Fairyland"
by Algernon Blackwood, with
songs and incidental music by
Elgar, first performed in 1915

* The plot concerns a cure for "wumbledness":
people who look at the black side of things,
who think chiefly of themselves, those are the
“wumbled”.

* The cure is stardust, which is sympathy.

Sir Edward Elgar: The Starlight Express

» The characters include Cousin Henry; the
Organ Grinder; the Lamplighter; the Sweep;
and the Dustman.

If you can sprinkle the precious stardust on
people, they become miracles of
contentment and unselfishness! At the end
we might see a parallel between this kind of
stardust and the rising of The Star above
Bethlehem.




Sir Edward Elgar: The Starlight Express

Solo

* Dustman, Laughter, Tramp and busy Sweep,
Head Gardener too,
The world now waking from her heavy sleep
Has need of You!
Gypsy, Lampman, come! take of our best,
Our sweetest dust
And sow earth's little gardens of unrest
With joy and trust - For every hour a golden
flower, Love, Laughter, Courage, Hope, and
all the rest.

Sir Edward Elgar: The Starlight Express

Duet

* With your softest, Daddy's pattern,
sweetest best dust, heart and brain,
that comes from Sprinkle with the
very far. Hearts golden, golden
must be soft-shiny rain, with your
dressed with your softest, sweetest
softest, sweetest best dust!
golden dust!




... for the rising of
the star.

Bach/Lord Berners:

In Dulci Jubilo
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Lord Berners (1883-1950): Transcription
of In Dulci Jubilo

» Composer, Writer,
Painter

* Musical works included
Trois morceaux |,
Fantasie espagnole
(1919), Fugue in C minor
(1924), and several
ballets, including The
Triumph of Neptune
(1926)

Borodin (1833-1887): In the Steppes
of Central Asia

* Imagine a wintry
scene in the remote
Steppes of Central
Asia with an
Oriental Caravan
trying to make its
way through the
thick snow
accompanied by
Russian Soldiers
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Vivaldi: Winter (The Four Seasons)

. Allegro non
Molto

. Largo

. Allegro

Glazunov: Winter (The Four Seasons)
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Glazunov: Winter (The Four Seasons)

Introduction

Le Givre - Frosty
Le Glace - The Ice
La Grele - Hall
La Neige - Sleety

Coda

Handel: The Messiah
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Handel: The Messiah

Sinfonia

Comfort Ye, Comfort Ye my people,
saith your God. Speak ye comfortably
to Jerusalem, and cry unto her, that her
warfare Is accomplished, that her
iniquity is pardoned. The voice of him
that crieth in the wilderness, prepare ye
the way of the Lord, make straight in
the desert a highway for our God.

Handel: The Messiah

And the glory of the lord shall be
revealed, and all flesh see it together.
For the mouth of the Lord hath
spoken.

For unto us a child is born, unto us a
child is given, and the government
shall be on his shoulder, and his
name shall be called Wonderful,
Counsellor, The mighty God, The
everlasting Father, The Prince of
Peace.

25



Handel: The Messiah

e Sinfonia Pastorale

* There were shepherds abiding in the
field, keeping watch over their flocks by
night and Lo the angel of the Lord
came upon them and the glory of the
Lord shone around them; and they
were sore afraid

Handel: The Messiah

Glory to god in the highest and peace
on earth, goodwill towards men.

Hallelujah for the Lord God omnipotent
reigneth. The Kingdom of this world is
become the kingdom of our Lord, and
of his Christ and he shall reign for ever
and ever King of Kings, Lord of Lords.
Hallelujah!




aAaE

FOUR

Handel's Messiah from The Barbican

e 7.50pm on 25 December

Next Month

. Renaissance music (1450-1625):
bring along your favourite piece from
this period (e.g. Byrd, Dowland,
Monteverdi, Palestrina, Tallis etc).

. Beethoven/Brahms: bring along
your favourite piece of Beethoven or
Brahms.

Please let Brian or Keith know in advance
which piece(s) you plan to bring
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