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Brahms: Two works from around 1880

1. Violin Concerto in D Opus 77

2. Academic Festival Overture  Opus 80

Brahms  born 1833    died 1897

He was a towering figure in 19 th Century 
music - perhaps the last great 

composer of the Classical tradition

Johannes Brahms

� Once regarded as the unfashionable 
antithesis of Wagner and Liszt, his 
music has proven itself to be not only 
powerfully affecting, but also an 
important influence on the 
development of 20 th century music. 

� A sometimes difficult uncompromising 
perfectionist, he destroyed many more 
works than he published. He composed 
masterpieces in all genres except 
opera.  



Johannes Brahms

� He was supported by three important 
acquaintances - Joseph Joachim 
(violinist), Robert Schumann and wife 
Clara. 

� Schumann wrote glowing accounts of 
Brahms and compared him favorably 
with Beethoven. 

Johannes Brahms

� When Schumann had a breakdown and 
eventually died, Brahms moved to 
Dusseldorf to help Clara.  It was 
reported that he loved Clara but the 
most he did was entrust Clara with the 
first reading of many of his 
compositions



Johannes Brahms

The Violin Concerto
Three Movements
1 Allegro non troppo
2 Adagio
3 Allegro Giococo ma 

non troppo vivace
I am going to play the 
first movement, but not
the cadenza because this
is not Brahms.

Brahms Violin Concerto, 
1st and 2nd Movements



Johannes Brahms

� This Concerto is considered one of the 
most  important works in the violin  
repertoire and one of the most difficult.

� The technical demands on the soloist 
are formidable with generous use of 
multiple stopping, broken chords, 
rapid scale passages and rhythmic 
variations.  This could be put down to 
the fact that Brahms was a pianist not 
a violinist.

Examples from the Score
Bar 95

Solo



Examples from the Score
Bar 149

Examples from the Score
Bar 169



Examples from the Score
Bar 230

The start and end of the Cadenza is 
shown in the Score by a chord and a 

trill respectively

Solo



Academic Festival Overture

� Suspicion that this Overture was a bit 
of a leg-pull.

� Professors at Bruslau University 
thought they were on safe ground 
when they conferred an honorary 
degree on Brahms

� They politely suggested he might like 
to compose a “Doctoral Symphony”
for the occasion.    Brahms did not 
take himself seriously and decided to 
incorporate drinking songs. 

Academic Festival Overture
Brahms incorporated four drinking songs
1. “wir hatten gebauet ein stattliches

haus”
“ We have built a stately house ”
2. “Der Landesvater”
“ The Land Father”
3. “Was kommt dort von Hone”
“ What comes from afar”
4. “Gaudeamus igitur”
“ Therefore let us rejoice ”



Academic Festival Overture 

Musical material is decidedly frivolous
and he played freely with cymbals and 
triangles which he normally denied 
himself.  It must have been a delight to
the University as they sat down 
expecting a serious Teutonic overture.
The students really enjoyed it by singing 
along with the drinking songs.


